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SUBJ: SWEDEN'S AMBASSADOR THUNBORG CALLS ON AMBASSADOR YOUNG 

REF: USUN 1672 

1. SUMMARY: SWEDEN'S AMBASSADOR THUNBORG CALLED ON AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG AT 1:00 PM MAY 31 TO DISCUSS YOUNG'S REPORTED REMARKS 
ABOUT RACISM IN SWEDEN (REFTEL). DURING CORDIAL MEETING 

WITH THUNBORG, YOUNG SAID HE HAD COMMENTED INFORMALLY 
TO THE REPORTERS ABOARD THE AIRPLANE THAT RACE AND CULTURE 
HAD THEIR IMPACT ON HUMAN RELATIONS IN ALL PLACES. HE HAD 
NOT SINGLED OUT SWEDEN, HOWEVER, POR SPECIAL ATTENTION. A 
REPORTER HAD ASKED IF SWEDEN WAS NOT EXEMPT PROM PROBLEMS OP 
RACISM. YOUNG HAD THEN REPLIED THAT NO ONE WAS EXEMPT 
INCLUDING HIMSELF. DURING MEETING, THUNBORG EMPHASIZED 
HIS GOVERNMENT'S INVITATION POR YOUNG TO VISIT SWEDEN 
THIS YEAR. END SUMMARY. 

2. YOUNG BEGAN HIS CONVERSATION WITH THUNBORG BY STRESSING 
THAT HE HAD NOT COMMENTED TO REPORTERS ABOUT SWEDEN IN 

A DISPARAGING VEIN. YOUNG SAID HE HAD BEEN UNDERLINING TO 
REPORTERS IN AN ESSENTIALLY OPP-THE-RECORD, INPORMAL 
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SESSION ABOARD THE AIRPLANE BOUND FROM KHARTOUM TO LONDON, 

THAT RACE AND CULTURE HAVE THEIR IMPACT ON HUMAN RELATIONS 
IN ALL PLACES. YOUNG HAD STRESSED THAT WE MUST ALL REALLY 
WORK AT LEARNING TO RET -ATE TO OTHERS. WHEN A REPORTER 
ASKED YOUNG IP SWEDEN WAS NOT EXEMPT PROM RACISM, YOUNG 
HAD REPLIED THAT NO ONE WAS EXEMPT INCLUDING HIMSELP. HE 
RECALLED SAYING TO THE REPORTERS, HOWEVER, THAT SWEDEN 
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HAD THE BEST OF RECORDS IN PROMOTING GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN 
RACIAL GROUPS. 

3. THUNBORG TOOK FULL NOTE OF FACT THAT A REPORTER HAD 
RAISED SWEDEN NOT YOUNG. THUNBORG THEN UNDERLINED THAT 
SWEDEN'S LEGISLATION AND GOVERNMENT POLICY SUPPORTED EQUALITY 
EOR ALL. THUNBORGPOINTED TO SWEDEN'S MEASURES TO ENSURE THE 
SAME EUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS FOR IMMIGRANTS, REFUGEES, AND 

GUEST WORKERS AS THOSE ENJOYED BY 
SWEDISH CITIZENS. 

4. YOUNG STRESSED TO THUNBORG THAT THE QUESTION OE 
ETHNOCENTISM AND RACISM IS A COMPLICATED THING TO DISCUSS 
AND A THING WE DO NOT TALK ABOUT ENOUGH. HE COMMENTED IN 
THIS CONNECTION THAT ITWAS BASICALLY EASIER EOR THE BRITISH 
TO RELATE TO WHITE RHODESIANS AND BISHOP MUZOREWA THAN 
TO SOME OE ZIMBABWE'S MORE MILITANT EIGURES. YOUNG 
CAUTIONED THAT THERE WAS A DANGER IN TRYING TO INELUENCE 
CHOICE OF LEADERS BECAUSE SUCH CHOICES COULD BACKEIRE. 

HE RECALLED THE INSTANCE OF IDI AMIN. YOUNG SAID HIS MEETING 
WITH ROBERT MUGABE HAD BEEN A REVELATION IN THAT MUGABE, 

RATHER THAN PRESENTING THE FIREBRAND POSTURE HE HAD IMAGINED, 
WAS MOST MODEST AND RESTRAINED. YOUNG ADDED THAT MUGABE 
IMPRESSED HIM AS INTELLECTUALLY MORE CULTIVATED THAN MUZOREWA. 

5. THUNBORG TURNED TO YOUNG'S REPORTED REMARKS THAT "THE 
ISRALIS LEAD THE WORLD IN TRYING ANALYTICALLY TO PUT A VARIETY 
OE CULTURES TOGETHER." THUNBORG CONSIDERED THAT ISRAEL HAD 
SHORTCOMINGS IN THE AREA OE RACE RELATIONS. YOUNG EXPLAINED 
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THATHE HAD TOLD THEREPORTERS THAT ISRAEL EARLY ON HAD 
RECOGNIZED THAT IT HAD SERIOUS PROBLEMS AMONG ITS RACIAL 
GROUPS AND, THEREEORE, HAD PUT SOME OE ITS 
BEST-QUALIEIED MINDS TO WORK IN TRYING TO RESOLVE MATTERS. 

HE HAD NOT INTENDED TO IMPLY THAT THE ISRAELIS HAD SOLVED 
EVERYTHING, BUT RATHER THAT THEY WERE 
STRUGGLING TO RESOLVE MATTERS. 

6. THUNBORG EMPHASIZED THAT HIS CALL WAS NOT TO LODGE A 
PROTEST. HE UNDERLINED THAT YOUNG HAD DONE A "MARVELOUS" 

JOB AT MAPUTO. 

7. YOUNG REPLIED THAT SWEDEN'S RECORD ON QUESTIONS OE 
RACISM COULD NOT BE TOPPED IN TERMS OE OUTLOOK. THUNBORG 
AND YOUNG THEN RECALLED YOUNG'S VISIT TO SWEDEN IN 1964 
WITH MARTIN LUTHER KING AND THE DRIVE AT THAT TIME BY 
SWEDISH TRADE UNIONS. CHURCHES, AND OTHER SOCIAL GROUPS 
TO RAISE MONEY IN SUPPORT OP MARTIN LUTHER KING'S CAMPAIGN. 
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8. YOUNG COMMENTED THAT THE PROBLEMIN HIS EXCHANGE WITH 
THE REPORTERS HAD BEEN THAT HE HAD BEEN TACKLING AN 
ESSENTIALLY THEOLOGICAL RATHER THAN POLITICAL PROBLEM. 
THUNBORG REPLIED THAT, WHILE A SWEDISH UNIVERSITY WOULD 
WELCOME WITH OPEN ARMS A BLACK STUDENT FROM THE US, A 
LANDLADY OR LANDLORD IN SWEDEN MIGHT FIND EXCUSES 

FOR NOT RENTING A ROOM TO THISSTUDENT.WERE THE SUBJECT TO BE 
AIRED PUBLICLY, THE LANDLORD OR LANDLADY WOULD DENY ANY 
RACIST FEELINGS AND FABRICATE OTHER REASONS FOR HAVING 
DONE SO. THUNBORG REFLECTED IN THIS CONNECTION THAT THERE 
WERE MANY PEOPLE IN SWEDEN WHOSE DIRECT EXPOSURE TO PEOPLES 
OF OTHER RACES WAS VERY SLIGHT OR NON-EXISTENT. YOUNG 
AGREED THAT LACK OF PRIOR CONTACT WITH OTHER GROUPS COULD 
PRESENT AN INITIAL BLOCK. HE CITED A NUMBER OFINSTANCES FROM 
HIS OWN EXPERIENCE TO SUPPORT THIS. 

9. THUNBORG SAID SWEDEN'S PRESS REMAINED MUCH INTERESTED 
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IN YOUNG'S REPORTED REMARKS. HE EXPECTED TO BE MEETING 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THAT PRESS IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS MEETING 
WITH YOUNG. THUNBORG PLANNED TO COMMENT THAT HE AND 
YOUNG HAD A VERY FRIENDLY CONVERSATION; THAT YOUNG IN 
HIS MEETING WITH THE REPORTERS HAD NOT SINGLED OUT SWEDEN 
FOR SPECIAL ATTENTION; AND THAT YOUNG HAS AN INVITATION 
TO VISIT SWEDEN. YOUNG SUGGESTED THAT THUNBORG MIGHT 
ALSO REFLECT YOUNG'S VIEW THAT SWEDEN'S GOVERNMENT POLICY 
AS WELL AS ITS SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS WERE OUT- 
STANDING IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RELATIONS. YOUNG CONTINUED 
THAT IN A WAY HE HAD BEEN HOPING THAT A DIALOGUE ON RACISM 
AND ETHNO-CENTRISM WOULD KEEP UP. HE TOLD THUNBORG THAT 
IF THE "DAGENS NYHETER" CORRESPONDENT WISHED TO GIVE HIM 
A CALL, THAT WOULD BE FINE. 

10. THUNBORG ASKED YOUNG WHEN HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO VISIT 
SWEDEN. YOUNG SUGGESTED JULY WHEN HE EXPECTED TO BE IN 
EUROPE. THUNBORG ADDED THAT SWEDEN'S FOREIGN MINISTER 
SODER WOULD BE IN NEW YORK JUNE 27-29 AND SHE HOPED TO 
MEET YOUNG. YOUNG SAID HE GREATLY LOOKED FORWARD TO THIS 
ON JUNE 28 OR 29, IF HE IS IN NEW YORK. 

YOUNG 
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